TF 7 MULTI-STANDARD TEST ENVIRONMENTS - PANLAB
INTRODUCTION

Backround for this task force was the Celtic acceptance letter to ENGINES project proposal which  included a recommendation  to investigate the possibility of cooperation between ENGINES partners and Panlab organisation . The investigation to develop a DVB-Multi standard Field Test measurement facilities in ENGINES project was included in this TF because this test environment could be part of Panlab test organisation.

OBJECTIVES AND CONTENT
TF 7 Original work plan was following:

There are two main objectives in this task force:

1. To clarify possible co-operation between ENGINES project and the European PanLab organization

2. To investigate and possibly implement multi-standard test environments

 The following steps are needed:

1. Get information of PanLab organization and present it to ENGINES partners.

2. Investigation of the intrest and co-operation possibilities with PanLab. 

3. Investigation of  the need for DTV multi-standard laboratory and field test environments

4. Plan of co-operation with some partners to develop a common multi-standard test environment

5. Possibly realize an active co-operation between some partner or partners and PanLab

6. Possibly implement a multi-standard test environment to benefit it in the R&D work and activities of partners 

Panlab
In the Barcelona PCC May 2010 TF leader R.Ekman had an informative presentation concerning  the Panlab (Pan European Laboratory Infrastructure Implementation, PII) organization,  objectives and content. Also mr. J Björkqvist  presented the slides from the negotiations with Panlab  office. Compressed highlights are presented under:

· PII addresses the need for large-scale testing facilities in the communications area by implementing an infrastructure for federating testbeds. 
· The PII project uses the concept of European innovation clusters and builds on the existing testbeds that are supporting scientific and technological endeavour within these clusters 
· The central objective of PII is to
 create a testbed federation among these regional innovation clusters in Europe. This will enable companies participating in these clusters to test new communication services and applications across Europe. The testbed federation includes four core innovation clusters and three satellite clusters. See Fig 1.
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Fig. 1. Panlab organisation and cluster

Target users and benefits
· SMEs involved in communication systems, application and services design and development. Typically, SMEs do not have access to real communication platforms to test their products 

· Large corporations, like terminal and network components vendors, can test their new products and collect end-user experience through experimentation on open platforms incorporating as many up-to-date network technologies and users as possible
· R&D work in universities and other academic institutions involved in the engineering of new communication protocols and services which, in their validation phase, must be somehow mapped on real network settings in order to be tested and quantified in terms of performance and qualified in terms of interoperability.
· Real end-users who get connected on an integrated platform and collect personal experiences concerning new applications 
Technical and Innovation approach is to develop and deploy effective mechanisms and technologies to enable a functioning federation of existing testbeds. This will provide added value to users of existing local testbeds, and it will prove that federation is a model for the establishment of a long-term sustainable, large-scale and diverse testing infrastructure for (tele‑)communications technologies, services and applications in Europe. 
In particular PII will develop mechanisms and tools to describe, store, locate and orchestrate testing services as well as means to automatically provide composite testbeds across multiple administrative domains.Develop and elaborate mechanisms to combine and accommodate future clean-slate approaches and provide testing services in a network-agnostic manner 

The Panlab concept is not limited to activities of members of the SSA project. The Pan-European Laboratory is open for cooperation with all interested organisations and companies, who are ready to contribute to the Panlab concept. In order to become a member of the Panlab community , please join via the online registration form. 
COOPERATION ENGINES-PANLAB
The information and discussion with partners and PCCs during 2010-11 results the conclusion: ENGINES project core technology is Digital Television which is Broadcasting tehnology in fixed, mobile and satellite environments. Partners are companies and research organisations developing and manufacturing systems, equipment and networks for worldwide DTV markets. Panlab is focusing on test facilities providing internet based remote test environments which are very useful and flexible for  companies developing content and application products used in two way telecommunication networks. These fundamental differencies in tehnologies and markets results that Panlab organization is not suitable without major reorganization for testing of DTV products. 
TF 7 – TF 8 FUSION

In the Paris PCC June 2011 TF 7 was merged to TF 8 because Panlab activities were freezed and multi standard test environment activities are near other test development activities in TF 9.  
